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SUB J : 26TH SESSION-UN COMMISSION ON STATUS OF WOMEN 
ELECTIONS 

REF: GENEVA 7228 

1 . PARAGRAPH TWO OF REFTEL SUGGESTED THAT IN THE ABSENCE 

OF ANY OTHER WEO CANDIDATE ONE OF THE PERMANENT MEMBERS OF 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL SHOULD HAVE PRESENTED A CANDIDATE FOR 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN. 

2. SUCHA MOVE WOULD BE INCONSISTENT WITH THE PRACTICE 
OF THE PAST 31 YEARS THAT PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL DO NOT STAND AS CANDIDATES FOR CHAIRMANSHIP 
OF UN BODIES. IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN REGARDED AS A MINIMAL 

ACT OF GRACIOUSNESS BY THE PERMANENT MEMBERS AND 
ANY MOVE TO REVERSE THIS PRACTICE WOULD RISK ALL 
MANNER OF QUESTIONS RE THE RIGHTS OF PERMANENT MEMBERS 
WHICH WE DO NOT WISH RAISED. 
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